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North Oakland Problem Liquor Store Forced to Improve  
Hearing Officer Rules in Favor of Neighbors 

 
(Oakland, CA) –Today, the Office of the City Attorney, in partnership with North Oakland 
Councilmember Jane Brunner and the Oakland Police Department’s Alcohol and Beverage 
Action Team announced a victory for the community living near a long-standing, problem liquor 
store: Gallagher Liquors, at 3849 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way. An independent hearing officer 
ruled in favor of the City and issued stricter operating conditions on the business. 
“Business owners have a right to operate a store in the community, but that right comes with a 
duty to be an asset – not a nuisance,” said Oakland City Attorney John Russo.  
According to North Oakland Councilmember Jane Brunner, “This is the second time in North 
Oakland that we have demanded that a liquor store abide by rules that work for the 
neighborhood. We encourage all stores to make sure they are good neighbors. If they are not, 
we will take them to a hearing and demand changes.” 
The City brought the case against the owner, Ali Saleh, on behalf of the neighbors who have 
suffered since 2003 from repeated drug dealing, assault, battery and public intoxication 
associated with the store. In the last two years the area adjacent to the store had been the 
subject of more than 300 police calls.  
Through Oakland’s Deemed Approved Ordinance, the City can require an alcohol-outlet to 
comply with a list of “performance standards” that are designed to mitigate adverse affects 
connected to alcohol sales. “The hearing officer ruled in the City’s favor on every point because 
the case was so clear that the neighbors needed some relief from the problems associated with 
this business,” said Russo. 
The hearing officer issued the following conditions: 

• Increased visibility into the store;  
• Improved signage;  
• Reduction in store hours – closing at 9pm;  
• Actively discouraging loitering including keeping a written log;  
• Increasing the lighting outside the store;  
• Completing a façade improvement to the exterior of the store;  
• Keeping store and surrounding area clean of graffiti and litter;  
• Stopping the sale of drug paraphernalia;  
• Hiring a Security Guard for the premises.  
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Recently, the City orchestrated a settlement agreement with the owner of the Pennysaver 
Market at 4800 MacArthur to remedy nuisance activities in and around the store. The owner, 
Amin Mosed agreed to make a series of improvements to his store in order to deter loitering and 
drug dealing on the property.  
In the past year, the City of Oakland has closed down or improved the conditions at eight 
problem liquor stores. 
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