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November 21, 2024 
 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT OF FINAL ACTION 
 

Date of Meeting:  Thursday November 21, 2024 
 

Litigation Negotiations  
NAME OF ACTION: 

 
Denise Knott, as an individual v. City of Oakland, a public entity, and Does 1 
through 10, inclusive 
Alameda County Superior Court Case No. 23CV046742 
 

This matter is listed as Item No. 1(b) on the Closed Session Agenda: 
 
The council authorized settlement in the amount of $40,000.00. 
 
This case arose out of incidents occurring between May 8, 2023 and June 30, 2023. 
 
FACTS/ISSUES:  
 
Plaintiff Denise Knott (“Knott”) was employed as a receptionist in the Oakland City Council Office from May 
8, 2023 to June 30, 2023. Knott sued the City alleging employment discrimination based on race, harassment, 
and retaliation. Knott claims Knott suffered wage loss and emotional distress. 

The approved settlement in the amount of $40,000.00, without admitting fault or liability, resolves all of Knott’s 
claims, avoids further litigation, and is in the City’s best interest. 

 
Motion Made by:  Councilmember Gallo 
Motion Seconded by:  Councilmember Kaplan 
 
AYES:  Fife, Gallo, Jenkins, Kalb, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Reid, and President Fortunato Bas=6 

NOES: Fife, Gallo, Jenkins, Kalb, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Reid, and President Fortunato Bas = 

ABSENT: Fife, Gallo, Jenkins, Kalb, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Reid, and President Fortunato Bas =2 

ABSTENTIONS:  Fife, Gallo, Jenkins, Kalb, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Reid, and President Fortunato Bas =  
 


