
DECEMBER 12, 2024 
 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT OF FINAL ACTION 
 

Date of Meeting:  Thursday, December 12, 2024 
 

Litigation Negotiations  
NAME OF ACTION: 

 
Coleman and Matos v. City of Oakland, et al.   
U. S. District Court, Northern District of California, Case No. 3:23-cv-6484-LJC 
 

This matter is listed as Item No. 1(f) on the Closed Session Agenda: 
 
The council authorized settlement in the amount of $175,000.  
 
This case arose out of an incident occurring on August 13, 2022.  
 
FACTS/ISSUES:  
 
On August 13, 2022, an armored Oakland Police Department (“OPD”) Emergency Response Vehicle, known as 
the Bearcat, collided with a 2006 Honda Civic driven by Plaintiff Olander Coleman. The accident occurred during 
a high-risk police operation to apprehend two felony suspects known to be armed and in a car in a nearby motel 
parking lot. Immediately after the collision, two OPD police officers briefly pointed their guns at Coleman and 
Plaintiff Nestor Matos, who was also in the Civic, and ordered them to raise their hands. These police officers 
mistakenly believed the Bearcat had collided with the suspect vehicle.   

Plaintiffs allege that the police officers detained them without reasonable suspicion and violated their 
constitutional rights under the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments. Plaintiffs also assert a negligence claim 
against the City based on the Bearcat’s failure to yield the right of way.  Plaintiffs claim personal injuries from 
the accident and they seek economic and general damages.  They also seek an award of attorneys’ fees and costs. 

The City has determined that settlement in the amount of $175,000, without admitting liability and to avoid further 
litigation, is in the best interest of the City.  

 
Motion Made by:  Councilmember Fife 
Motion Seconded by:  CouncilmemberGallo 
 
AYES:  Fife, Gallo, Jenkins, Kalb, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Reid, and President Fortunato Bas =6 

NOES: Fife, Gallo, Jenkins, Kalb, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Reid, and President Fortunato Bas = 

ABSENT: Fife, Gallo, Jenkins, Kalb,  Kaplan, Ramachandran, Reid, and President Fortunato Bas =  

ABSTENTIONS: Fife, Gallo, Jenkins, Kalb, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Reid, President Fortunato Bas = 2 

 


