February 6, 2025

CLOSED SESSION REPORT OF FINAL ACTION

Date of Meeting: Thursday, February 6, 2025

Litigation Negotiations
NAME OF ACTION:

Adrien J. Bennett and Adriana Bennett v. City of Oakland and DOES 1-20
Alameda County Superior Court Case No. 22CV016975

This matter is listed as Item No. 1(a) on the Closed Session Agenda:
The council authorized settlement in the amount of $150,000

This case arose out of incidents occurring on January 17, 2022

FACTS/ISSUES:

Adrien J. Bennett and Adriana Bennett allege that their father, decedent Joseph Bennett, was
driving on Frontage Rd. near 10™ Street at 1:50 a.m. on January 17, 2022, when Bennett traveled
out of the lane and collided into an intermodal chassis that had been abandoned in the marked
open center median. Plaintiffs allege that the median lines were not visible, and that the roadway
was a dangerous condition of public property.

Joseph Bennett was pronounced deceased at the scene. His two adult children filed a wrongful
death action alleging economic damages for funeral expenses and non-economic damages for the
loss of love, care, comfort and guidance of their deceased father.

The City determined that settlement of Bennetts’ lawsuit against the City for the sum of One
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents ($150,000.00) on behalf of the City,
without admitting liability and to avoid further litigation, is in the best interest of the City.

Motion Made by: Councilmember Fife
Motion Seconded by: Councilmember Houston

AYES: Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore
Gallo=7

NOES: Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore Gallo
ABSENT: COUNCIL PRESIDENT JENKINS (serving as Mayor pursuant to Charter Section
303); Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore Gallo
ABSTENTION: Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro
Tempore Gallo



