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CLOSED SESSION REPORT OF FINAL ACTION 
 

Date of Meeting:  Thursday, February 20, 2025 
 

Affirmative Litigation Negotiations  
 
NAME OF ACTION: 

 
The People of the State of California, Plaintiff; the City of Oakland, a municipal 
corporation, Plaintiff and Real Party in Interest v. Dodg Corp., a corporation; 
Sbmann2, LLC, a limited liability company; Baljit Singh Mann, an individual; 
Surinder K. Mann, an individual; and DOES One through Twenty inclusive 
Alameda County Superior Court Case No. RG 19022353 
 

This matter is listed as Item No. 1(c) on the Closed Session Agenda: 
 
The council authorized a partial settlement in the amount of $245,056.01 
 
This case arose out of incidents occurring at six properties in Oakland wherein Defendants created 
residential tenancies in violation of various Oakland codes. 
 
FACTS/ISSUES:  
 
Plaintiff City of Oakland filed this lawsuit against Defendant property owner Dodg. Corp. et al. in 
2021 for violations of the Tenant Protection Ordinance and for causing a Public Nuisance under state 
and local laws at six Oakland properties. The City won the trial. Defendants were found liable and the 
Court issued significant civil penalties and attorneys’ fees, along with a broad injunction applying to 
all Oakland residential properties owned by Defendants. 
 
Defendants appealed the decision. In August 2024 the Appeals Court issued a decision that upheld 
Defendants’ liability but significantly reduced the amount of civil penalties. The Appeals Court sent 
the case back to the trial court for a recalculation of civil penalties, attorneys’ fees and costs. 
 
The negotiated settlement resolves all monetary liabilities of civil penalties, costs, and post-judgment 
discovery sanctions. The parties will brief the City’s entitlement to attorneys’ fees to the Court, and the 
Court maintains jurisdiction to enforce the ongoing injunction. 
 
Motion Made by:  Councilmember Kaplan 
Motion Seconded by:  Councilmember Houston 
 
AYES:  Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore 
Gallo=6 
NOES: Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore Gallo 
ABSENT:  COUNCIL PRESIDENT JENKINS (serving as Mayor pursuant to Charter Section 303); 
Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore Gallo=2 
ABSTENTION:  Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore 
Gallo 


