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CLOSED SESSION REPORT OF FINAL ACTION 
 

Date of Meeting:  Thursday, March 20, 2025 
 

Litigation Negotiations  
NAME OF ACTION: 

 
Emerald Raychell Gilbert v. City of Oakland; County of Alameda; Family Paths, Inc.; 
and Does 1 to 20 
Alameda County Superior Court Case No. 23CV030478 
 

This matter is listed as Item No. 1(c) on the Closed Session Agenda: 
 
The council authorized settlement in the amount of $65,000.00 
 
This case arose out of an incident occurring on May 1, 2022. 
 
FACTS/ISSUES: Plaintiff Emerald Raychell Gilbert (“Gilbert”) alleges that on May 1, 2022, Gilbert tripped 
and fell on a sidewalk uplift caused by the roots of a City tree on 18th Street near Martin Luther King Jr. Way. 
Gilbert allegedly fractured three bones in the left ankle, incurred medical bills, and suffered pain and emotional 
distress. The $65,000 settlement resolves all of Gilbert’s claims against the City without the City admitting fault 
or liability, avoids further litigation, and is in the City’s best interest. 
 
 
Motion Made by:  Councilmember Fife 
Motion Seconded by:  Councilmember Houston 
 
AYES:  Brown, Fife,  Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore Gallo 
= 6 

NOES:  Brown, Fife,  Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore Gallo =  

ABSENT:  Brown, Fife, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore Gallo = 1 

ABSTENTIONS:  Brown, Fife, , Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, Unger, and President Pro Tempore 
Gallo =  

 
 


