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CLOSED SESSION REPORT OF FINAL ACTION 
 

Date of Meeting:  Thursday, April 17, 2025 
 
Litigation Negotiations  
NAME OF ACTION: 

 
Alameda County Taxpayers’ Association and Marleen L. Sacks v. City of Oakland, 
Oakland City Council, Krystal Sams, Sheng Thao and Does 1-5. 
Alameda County Superior Court Case No. 23CV027685 
 

This matter is listed as Item No. 1(a) on the Closed Session Agenda: 
 
The council authorized settlement in the in the amount of $207,812.39 and certain injunctive terms  
 
This case arose out of incidents occurring on: N/A  
 
FACTS/ISSUES:  
 
Petitioners the Alameda County Taxpayers’ Association and Marleen L. Sacks (collectively, Petitioners) filed a 
Petition for writ of mandate challenging the City’s decision to accept certain candidate paperwork for the 2022 
mayoral election and also raising challenges to the City’s contracting processes, its security camera footage 
retention practices, its Public Record Act response, and the number of ranked choice options offered to Oakland 
voters in municipal elections. 

Plaintiffs’ attorney’s fees and costs are $207,812.39. 

The City has determined, without admitting any fault or wrongdoing, to settle the lawsuit for $207,812.39 for 
attorney’s fees and costs and commit to the following terms:  

 Retaining camera footage at Frank Ogawa Plaza for a year; 
 Requesting that under certain circumstances the Alameda Registrar of Voters offer more than 

five ranked choice options for City elections; 
 Enacting a policy that will govern how the City enters into cooperative purchase agreements; 
 Making best efforts to ensure that there are functioning time stamp machines in the Clerk’s 

office; 
 Making best efforts to ensure that candidates for City office get accurate information about 

timelines for filing paperwork; 
 Forwarding election integrity complaints to City Administration and the City Attorney;  and 
 Not accepting late nomination paperwork for City office. 

 

Motion Made by:  Councilmember Fife 
Motion Seconded by:  Councilmember Unger 
 
AYES:  Brown, Fife, Gallo, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, , and President Jenkins = 6 

NOES:  Brown, Fife, Gallo, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, , and President Jenkins =  

ABSENT:  Brown, Fife, Gallo, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, , and President Jenkins = 1 

ABSTENTIONS:  Brown, Fife, Gallo, Houston, Kaplan, Ramachandran, , and President Jenkins =  
 


